STEPS Meeting Log

Agenda Items. Decisions, and Action Required


Risers Community Meeting

    


                               5/22/19- 6:30 pm Willard Episcopal Church
Attendees:   
	Time
	Discussion Item
	Person Responsible
	Information Shared
	Actions Required
	Person Responsible

Completion Date

	6:30 p.m.
	Brief welcome by Theresa Lahr 

.


	All
	 All Welcomed by Theresa 
The Church offers:

Knitting group

Poetry and Prayer on the 4th Monday

Concerts periodically at the church

Community Dinners at the Church 2nd Thursdays
	Special thanks to Ave Bauder for the refreshments and the Christ Episcopal Church in Willard for being a wonderful & welcoming community partner, always willing to provide mtg. space. 


	All



	6:35 p.m.
	Sustainable Seneca 
	Ave Bauder
	· Nate Kennedy (New 4 H coordinator CCE) masters from ESF in environmental communications. Outdoorsy guy, previously did and Energy project with student to reduce the energy budget. 

· Applied for an Earth Day Grant replicating the energy program received energy meters, 
· Wanting to revive the Seneca Green Project. Train a group of students to go from school to school to do an energy study and then present findings to the building committees.
· Eventually might be available to check out the meters at the library after the grant program is completed.
·  MaryLois let us know that Ameri-core has a Mentor Program and will offer a Stipend to a person who wants to start a mentor program.

· More energy related programs will be coming.

· Potential Grant to Offer Mental Health First Aid in more rural school districts.
	
	

	6:50p.m.

	Plans for Climate Change Presentation
	Caroline Peterson
	· Previously Karel, Caroline and TL met with PRI and asked about the climate change education and asked them to bring it to the STEPS community.
· Teacher Friendly guide to Climate Change is used country wide. The program hasn’t been taught at SS.

· 2 Authors from the Teacher Friendly guide will present an educational forum for the public with an interactive element. Will be in October

· Adaptiveness needs to be a larger concern with a focus on Climate change.

· Atlantic Magazine has an amazing article of climate change by David Wallace Wells. 

· This education is important for our community.

· Caroline asked all present who received a guide to pass on the guide to others to read when you are done


	Caroline, Karel and TL will continue to work on planning the educational forum for Oct. a flyer will hopefully be ready by Olde Home Days.
	

	7:10 p.m.
	Personal Health and Wellness
	Phyllis Motill
	· Cooking Programs haven’t stimulated as expected so we are switching gears this year to bringing awareness to health concerns. 
· Trying to Highlight diabetes to help those diagnosed with Classes that will be held at the Ovid Library

· Rate of obesity is climbing and we are trying to approach it with the community. 

· The group is also looking at women’s health concerns and giving women more power over their health.

· Master preserver classes are coming. The Lodi pantry has preserving equipment available to borrow. 

· Tops Program has started with 8 members. Will meet Thursdays at 6 p.m. approaching the program with becoming more involved with the members or the program and including exercise.

· Farmers Market is starting in Ovid on July 5- the end of August. Rules and Regulations in place for the market. Insurance is required and 80% of the product must be from the area. Friday evenings from 3 – 7 pm to capitalize on the tourists visiting the area.

· Strawberry Festival June 15th will have a larger Wellness Corner at the Firehouse. Many organizations will distribute samples and products.
· Olde Home Days is June 8th.

· Visit the new library it is fantastic.
	
	

	7:25 p.m.
	Sustainability with Nutrition
	Tony Del Plato
	· Sustainable Diet work shop June 4 at the Ovid Library working with Consumer Reports this will be the second presentation. Local food will be available as a snack at the meeting.

	
	

	7:30 p.m.
	
	Marylois
	· June 1st 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. Lodi Food Pantry for a food Safety Class with Marylois. Come learn how to use the equipment then you can borrow them.
· CDSMP offered at Interlaken Reformed Church starting on June 10th from 10 a.m. -12:30 p.m. for 6 weeks. Incentive is offered, everything is free and you get a $50 gift card and a second one after 6 months upon completion.
	
	

	7:35 p.m.
	Educational and Economic  Opportunities
	Theresa Lahr
	· Gabe is funding another Micro Grant for a Food Truck in Lodi.
· New administrative staff on finance at S2aynetwork to help tighten up all STEPS processes.
	
	

	7:38 p.m.
	Improving the Physical Environment
	Karel Titus
	· Kitchen Table idea hasn’t occurred yet but the idea is to set up a table and get people to converse about how they experience adverse experiences and how others can be better prepared. Energy Audits would be a great topic. 

· Art Hives are thinking of doing tye dye with natural dyes.

· Still working on a portable traffic device to monitor speeds in all 4 STEPS communities.

· New 4 way stop signs in Ovid goes live tomorrow 5/23 was part of Complete Streets. DOT has been contacted for better crosswalks and signage around the new stop signs and the financial supports come from a complete streets grant.
· Environmental Sustainability  

*Healthy Homes classes possible with Deb Bush

*Rain barrel project will set up to demo rain barrels

*Working with the Green team at the school about    compostable product specifically food products. Tim is very committed to help with this project. An assessment will be happening at South Seneca MS/HS soon. 

· Solar Powered School Crosswalk Lights have been suggested to South Seneca for the Elementary School. 

· Seed to Table initiate is taking place at the OCG including an expansion.

· The Ovid Garden Kiosk (display board behind a window and a black board as well as availability of excess food from the garden) has been designed and approved, money has come from STEPS and the Ovid Federated Church. Will be stained a light color and be semitransparent. There will be a rain barrel next to the kiosk.

· Town of Ovid Board is looking into compostable food waste has been talking with Cayuga Compost

· Tony told us about an Interlaken post card survey to go out to Interlaken community about climate change to gauge interest in the topic.


	Leon Anderson to research

Harold Bush is heading up the construction

Joe Borst is looking into.


	

	8:05 p.m.
	Open Forum
	Jane Braunig
Deb Bush

Jane Braunig

Deb Bush

Tom Bouchard
	· The incinerator bill will be signed Friday to keep incinerators out of our community.
· June 1st Lions Tag Sale at the Ovid Federated Church. Contact Deb Bush if you have items to donate.

· June 19th Child Id program through the Interlaken Masons.
· Strawberry Fest bake off for anyone.

· Ovid Comprehensive plan is being reviewed. The group will meet once a month to tackle a topic from the plan. A survey is up on the town website. The next topic is economic revitalization on June 18th.
	
	

	8:16 p.m.
	Closing
	Theresa Lahr
	· Next Riser’s meeting will be July 24 at 6:30 p.m. location TBD(Kathleen Draper might speak, she has done research on bio char can be used in agriculture.)
	
	


