STEPS Meeting Log

Agenda Items. Decisions, and Action Required


Improving The Physical Environment Meeting;                                                                        April 27, 2020 6:30 pm   Zoom video or phone 
                                                                         
Attendees:  Karel Titus, MaryLois Schott, Marti Masincki , Beth Burdick ,Tony DeL Plato,  Janet Lynch, Gail Dalmat ,Joey Gates ,Deborah Puntenney ,Lynne Doyle ,Theresa Lahr
	Time
	Discussion Item
	Person Responsible
	Decisions Required
	Decisions Made
	Actions Required
	Person Responsible

Completion Date

	6:35 pm
	Attendee Roll Call 
	all
	Announce your participation on audio/video call
	Tips for a successful Zoom 
	Mute when listening- 
Raise hand in chat box for questions /comments
	all

	6:40
	Project status 
	Theresa
	Info sharing 
	STEPS online presence dramatically increased in response to C-19 as venue for personal interaction
	PAUSE in effective through 5/15. Continue sub-committee online/virtual work 
	all

	6:45
	Discussion regarding health crisis, our response and re- opening plans
Food security –

GV BOCES Creating Healthy Places Coordinator, Beth Burdick
Emergency Food Distribution

	MaryLois
Marti
Tony
Beth
Theresa
	Thank you to generous residents that donated their stimulus checks to Lodi pantry. Food insecurity remains a constant. Increased utilization at this pantry noted.
Through Creating Healthy Places 

Ovid Fed Church, 
Seneca Co. & Food link  Partnership
	How much risk to take in reopening?  Farmers’ Markets have reopened Stay safe –adhere to state & local guidance for market & food pantries
Tony saw family from several feet away for first time in wks. -strange times. 
Re: the reopening of the FLX Tony mentions Tom Marsh’s article in FLT’s today –How much risk should we take? 
First emergency food distribution 4/14 (300 boxes of food & 100 masks  – next event tomorrow (4/28)
	Marti reports Romulus Produce Auction has best practices in place per state and local authority guidelines Fresh produce not always available through food link & pantries need to purchase to supplement offerings.
Beth working  Kathy Bishop grant for school SS to support feeding children 
Tues 4 /28- 2-5pm at SS Middle/High School
South County Community wide drive –thru 
	Beth Burdick working with Kathy Bishop, SS Food Service Manager on a grant of up to $5,000 per school to supply much-needed resources for meal distribution & delivery efforts to get food to k-12 students during COVID-19. 
Emotional Support Hotline at 1-844-863-9314 for mental health
Rely on facts about re-opening and guidance from health & governmental officials.
Call 315.5391705 to register for food distribution event - receive 25 lb box of food 

	6:50
	Proposed South Seneca Community Service Center @Lodi Presbyterian Church 
	Marti 

Karel 
	Submitted incorporation papers to form NFP – Lodi garden & food pantry under this umbrella 
	Imminent closing of church which currently serves as the 501( c )
Karel thanked STEPS for laying foundation 
	Sustainability initiative allows pantry to continue partnering with foodlink 
	Contact Marti for more info  and ways to get involved 
mmacinski@mac.com


	7:00
	Community space & gardens

	Marti
MaryLois

Theresa

	Marti– garlic is sprouting up in Lodi Garden –she has over 100 tomatoes plants started at home will share with LCG 
MaryLois growing onions, celery, garlic, and celery root in water  
Correspondence to gardeners last wk. to stress the need to exercise caution and common sense while working in community gardens amid the  COVID-19 Pandemic 

	Marti will order soil and residents will start filling beds  

Garden leaders will clearly and quickly inform of any changes (developments are fluid).  In addition to existing rules and the guidance set forth in email 

	Lodi community garden has  12 participants to date  residents of all ages many living in food insecure  homes
Gardening policies & procedure particular to COVID-19 shared with gardeners (mask, cleaning guidance- use own tools etc.)

	 
          “        “
Post how to grow hydroponics & note progress on STEPS Intagram  
Here’s to a safe & great 2020 gardening season! 

	7:05
	 Green Team 
	Tony
	d/t school closing –composting project at schools on hold at least until fall
	Project delay amidst COVID crisis 
	Tony will reach out to Maggie & Tim then f/u Barb Reese (SFCSD)  & Heather Neville compost club leader at elementary school 
	Waste impact study complete-  
Tony will revisit Green Team plans at a date TBD

	7:10
	Citizen Emergency Preparedness 
	Theresa
	State canceled all May and June trainings 
	5/16 event to be rescheduled
	Cancelation of  5/16 training 
	Reschedule asap upon notification the offering of this important & timely training  

	7:12
	Community Art

Mural #1 Interlaken

Book Box
	  “     “
	Interlaken mural on plan moving forward 
Artwork created by Romulus exchange student. Art is being transposed to vinyl wrap
	Artist selected sketch approved, donations received 
	Interlaken Book box slated to be placed in placed in TBD location( slated for Romulus ) 
	Mural execution summer 2020 
(On Seneca Fitness Bldg)
Book Box to be done in May  

	7:15
	Dollar General coming to Interlaken 
(Broadway Group)
Complete Streets 

	Beth
Tony 
Janet 
	Broadway Group (new retail construction & planning of commercial real estate inform tony of their efforts commitment to source locally products ( within sixty miles of store)
Post May ’19 installation of 4 way stop added in Ovid no further DOT action 

	Caroline Peterson – researching DG history of safety violations elsewhere in the region relative to how they operate. Want to be proactive with safe routes (complete street) and basic store safety  
	Village working on Phase 1 of Sewer Plant Replacement & Phase 2 of Water Plant  Project and discussing with Broadway Group’s infrastructure/capacity needs 

All  :at home municipality-  reiterate important connection to community health & well-being and Complete Sts. initiatives 
	In chat box Beth shares her contact info with Tony  – f/u on complete street resolution discussion for village 
Janet continues to advocate for safe & walkable communities at Towns of Ovid & Romulus (now virtual mtgs) 

	7:20
	Open forum:
Janet informed there is chalk art on the retaining wall @ OFC 

Kristin Parry doing great  job on Facebook 
	Janet 

Lynne
	Encourage resident and families to participate 
     “          “
	residents sharing cooking, arts & crafting skills, reading bedtime stories with STEPPY on FB live 
	Send chalk art photos to share STEPS social media  

RHPP rock painting in July & August – live tutorial in late March online 
	Encourage residents and families to participate in chalk art on social media and enews. 
Contact : 

Stepscommunity@s2aynetwork.org 

STEPS face book www.facebook.com/NYStepsProject/


	7:25
	Gail Dalmat Willard resident formed a South County mutual aid movement in response to COVID-19
	Gail 
	STEPS & South County mutual aid will work together to help address the special concerns /needs during the pandemic 
	
	Contact Gail & check FB ; Mutual Aide South County 
	 Gail’s email  goosealley@gmail.com
 

	7:30
	Joey Gates coordinated Earth Day virtual event highlighting what groups are doing to protect the environment 
	Joey 
	Info sharing 
	Joey was inspired by the 4/22 event & good decisions so many groups and individuals are making to care for the earth and each other 
	Consider how the global pandemic has resulted in air quality improvement –lower emission & how it’s been good to the earth 
	Check out event/speakers at getyourgreentomkins.org

	7:36 pm
	Wrap up, next mtg. comments 
	Karel
	IPE standing meeting - 4th Monday at 6:30- next mg falls on Memorial day  – no May meeting 
	Deborah P- “Thanks, great discussion in these strange times”
May Risers - updates from all focus areas 
	Carry on with IPE subcommittee work  
Risers- 5/27, 6:30 pm- meeting detail and agenda forthcoming 
	Thank you all for participating and your ongoing commitment to improving the neighborhood!




Final- KT approved 5/1/2020
